Used Kimonos in Japan:
7. Used Kimonos, Fabrics and Crafts. Used kimonos and obis can make wonderful gifts, especially for the creative, "make-new-things-from-old-things" type of person. (An obi is a flat piece of cloth, about 10 inches wide and 7 feet long that is used as a decorative "belt" for the kimono.) I have friends who buy cheap, but beautiful items and then fashion them into skirts, vests, tablecloths, etc. They can also be hung on the walls as wearable art. Actually, I'm a "buy-an-obi,-throw-it-on-the-table-and-call-it-artsy" kind of person myself, but wherever you are on the "art" scale, used kimonos and obis can be both beautiful to look at and fun to buy. The following is my personal evaluation of all of the used kimono shops in the Harajuku station area (on the JR Yamanote line): 

· Ichinokura. This small store specializes in antique kimono and obi. To find it, follow the directions just below. Almost directly across from the Daiso is a narrow path to your right. Wend your way down this “alley”, turning left at a small café. You will pass several cute shops, including a nice jewelry store (on the left) that always seem to have a 50% off sale, some trendy little restaurants, and a great little store (on the right) called Antique Andante that sells old bowls, cups and tea ceremony items. Right next to it is Ichinokura. The more expensive items are downstairs, but if you take the outside stairway up to the second floor, you will find a larger selection of medium-priced kimono. 

· Directions to Ichinokura To find it, exit Harajuku JR station through the exit that goes DOWN stairs. (There are 2 exits, one up, one down.) Directly across from the exit will be a narrow street with a sign across the top that says “Takeshita Street.” The Daiso store is on the left, about a block down this street on the same side as the McDonald’s. Takeshita Street has many small, cheap stores on both sides, and if you explore down the narrow alleys off of it, some lovely boutiques.

· Chicago’s. Winner of the Most Funky award for its unique combination of used clothing, used kimono and young and trendy clientele, Chicago’s is just down the block from Harajuku Station. Real bargains await the careful shopper, but “buyer beware” is the rule here. Look over the items carefully because there may be stains or unusable parts of fabric. Still, if you are interested in affordable obi and kimono, or are looking mainly to refashion kimono into something else using the fabric, Chicago’s is a real find. This is also one of the few stores that sell used wedding kimono, which are simply gorgeous. Most of the kimono here are cotton, not silk.

· Oriental Bazaar. While you’re in Harajuku, don’t forget the antique kimono selection in the basement and on the third floor. The prices are reasonable and the quality is good. They also have a nice selection of antique children’s kimono as well as inexpensive summer yukata.

· Gallery Ake. Continue walking up the street from the Oriental Bazaar until you reach the Hanae Mori building. Go down the steps of the building and turn left. A lovely antique kimono store is tucked in the corner. Featuring only the best in used kimono, Gallery Ake prices are very dear (10,000 yen and up), but the fabrics and materials are gorgeous. It has wonderful brocades and embroidered pieces, and is worth a visit, just be get an idea of what true quality looks like.

· Gallery Kawano. www.gallery-kawano.com Seekers of indigo dyed fabric should not miss Gallery Kawano. It has the best selection of indigo dyed kimono and fabric pieces I have found and a good selection of brocade obi. Just so you are prepared, indigo dyed items are pricey. In addition, it offers the usual kimono and obi at very reasonable prices and a great selection of fabric scraps for quilting or other creative uses. Walk up the street from the Oriental Bazaar to the Hanae Mori building. Cross the street at the light. (There will be a McDonald’s to your right. Continue straight down the narrow street until it dead ends. On your right at this corner is a unique chopstick store that’s well-worth a quick glance. (Unfortunately, it is not open on Sunday.) Turn left at the Royal Host Restaurant and then immediately right. Gallery Kawano is on the right just a few steps down. . 

